CHAPTER  III
CHRIST

i. THE INERRANCY OF CHRIST

Et puer crescebat in sapientia

THERE is a prima facie distinction between ignorance
and error which cannot be questioned, and which
makes even conservative theology willing to admit
that Christ as man was ignorant because, and so far
as, his knowledge was finite. Positive error they
exclude as unworthy of the "perfect" man. By
"perfect man" they mean man not merely freed
from all positive blemishes to which his mortality is
heir, but enriched with supernatural perfections of
knowledge and grace, and therefore no longer
"perfect" in the sense of mere man.

This is a legacy of the abandoned Augustinian
theology, which viewed such "supernatural" gifts
as part of the essence of humanity as created in
Adam, and forfeited by Adam's sin. To be " perfect
man" Christ must have possessed at least all the
gifts belonging essentially to the unspoilt humanity
of unfallen Adam.

If theologians still claim these perfections for
Christ it can now only be de congruo, and not any
longer as of necessity. To be " perfect man " means